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THE 'POWER' OF CHINESE CHARACTERS LINKING
MEDIEVAL EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST AND NORTHEAST ASIA
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Lecturer: Benoit Grévin
(Directeur de recherches, CNRS : Laboratoire de Médiévistique occidentale de Paris, UMR 8589)
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Summary

T'he history of the first contacts between Europe and Chinese characters, during the period
of the great Mongol conquests, has been rather neglected. The first news from the world of
Chinese Characters reached Western Europe through the Roads of Inner Asia, brought by
diplomats that travelled back from the Mongol court. It provoked an attempt to {'\:pl;ain the
nature of this writing system that used the most advanced linguistic tools of the time.
Chinese characters were assimilated with western characters used for medicinal or magical
operations in Medieval Europe. A detour by the first Arabic description of the Chinese
writing system in the Fihrist of ibn al-NadTm allows us to compare the reception of the
characters in classical Islam and the Larin Christian world. Can we affirm that the
perception of Chinese characters as a magical writing technique is but one part of a
broader Eurasian tendency to use foreign writing systems as tools for magic?

Date & Venue: 15:30-17:00 14 November, 2017

Seminar Room 3, 2F National Museum of Ethnology
HR 248 : 200711 8148 (X) 15:30~17: 00

Eh R AAEA 2, B3I —%

LIBANBT L AIZ OR 2— FBIR

=t About the Lecturer
| 2 r

! :
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* :.-:-I ~ J--‘-. '—rr-' 4-.;' " I'h{‘“'l-l'il;', E'Ill]l]llli]li{':”IH:I['I .:!f]il ]ill_ﬂ'lli.‘ﬂii' 1.'||||l|!'|:'.‘*1 il'l _.I'I.It‘i'tlll:":.'.'ll ]:'::Il['i JELs H[I{I ||'|l' ."'I.].l"i‘l'i“‘l‘]'i.lf'H":l'I'I,
I7s -*Frt+- 218 with a particular focus on political, administrative and literary rhetoric, and on the
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i 1 the author of: Le parchemin des ciewx. Fssai sur le Moyen Age du langage, Paris, Seuil, 2012, an essay in
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